3 Major Homicide Charges 1 


Under New York- State law 
there- ar© three majotr catego- 
ries of homicide. 

: Murder is defined as inten- 
tionally causing the death of e 
person or committing a [homi- 
cide during the commission of a 
crime, such as robbery. 

Manslaughter- in the first de- 
gree occurs when there ir sr; *nJ 
tent to cause severe physical I 
injury or when a defendant 
commits a -homicide while “in- 
fluenced by extreme emotional 
disturbances.” , 

de^ S o UShter i” the second 


| The maximum penalty for 
murder, a fclass “A” felony, is 
life imprisonment. A judge can 
set a minimum prison term of 
1 15, 20 or 25 years before an in- 
late is eligible for parole. 

, Last year the State Legisla- 
ture^ restored the death penalty 
for murderers of polioemen or 
| prison employes an d for life . 
s commit mur- 


, iYiaiisiaugnter m the second 
.degree occurs when a defend- 
ant recklessly— but not 
tionally — causes a death. 


der. The constitutionality ofthe 
penalty, however, has yet to be 
tested. . 

The .maximum penalty .for 
manslaughter in the .first de- 
gree, a class “B” felony, is 25 
years and for ’manslaughter in 
the second degree, a “C” felo- 
ny, 15 years. 



